The descriptions are written by school principals and incorporated into four sections illustrating the best ideas for working with individual students, facilitating reading in small groups, engaging entire classrooms and grade levels, and involving everyone in the school. The 1996-1997 Blue Ribbon Elementary and Middle Schools are arranged by state. This is the third in the series of Best Ideas from America's Blue Ribbon Schools (1994 Schools ( , 1995 . Intended for individuals assisting their organizations to implement distance learning programs. Chapters include audio, video, and computer-based distance learning technologies; advanced computer technologies, such as computer conferencing and the Internet; designing a distance learning system; program design, delivery, and evaluation; system management and expansion; and special issues for educational institutions. Glossary, appendix of vendors, and index. This work is intended for students and practitioners; program developers, administrators, and policymakers; and researchers and program evaluators. Forty authors contributed chapters grouped under three sections: conceptualization of groups for prevention and intervention, applications for child and adolescent issues, and applications for parent and family issues. Chapters contain lengthy references. Fifth in a series of statistical reports published by the Council beginning in the 1980s. This is the first prepared under the auspices of the NCLR Ta sk Force on Education which is charged with the responsibility of developing a comprehensive, Latina-focused education policy and program agenda. The report is designed for education policy-makers, community-based organizations, and other education advocates, and lay audiences. Six chapters include a summary of Hispanic demographics, the condition of Hispanic children from pre-kindergarten through the 12th grade, and representation of Latinos as elementary and secondary school teachers and principals. Over 100 authors present an historical and contemporary review of literacy. Chapters are grouped under nine topics: historical and philosophical roots; psychological approaches; · sociological and anthropological approaches; language and literacy; curriculum, instruction and assessment; numeracy; policy perspectives; contemporary regional perspectives; and literacy and new technologies. Includes aut)lor and subject indexes.
Mauch, James E. Guide to the Successfu l Th esis and Dissertation:
A Handbook fo r Students and Fa culty. James E. Mauch and Jack W. Birch. 4th ed., rev. and expanded. New York: M. Dekker, 1998. 335p. ISBN 0-8247-0 169-0. OCLC#38856278. $59.75.
Designed to inform and advise about the thesis and dissertation process. Ten chapters cover getting started, research advisor, thesis or dissertation committee, writing the manuscript, defense of the thesis or dissertation, and the completed thesis or dissertation. This edition also includes use of technology from research to writing, a section on qualitative research, more than twenty operational models, and a lengthy bibliography. Appendixes, author and subject index. Addresses common concerns and questions working adults have about making a career switch into teaching. Includes a directory of more than 300 programs and institutions that provide teacher preparation programs leading to teacher licensure, and/or certification, and/or college degree. Programs are listed alphabetically by state, and each entry contains information on program type, scholarships/financial aid, services offered, and contact person. Two-year colleges with predominantly women and minority student bodies as well as those with at least a 25% black, Hispanic, or Native American enrollment are the subject of this book. Seven chapters cover collective and distinctive patterns of two-year special-focus colleges, women's colleges, historically black colleges, tribal colleges, Hispanic-serving colleges, and church -affiliated colleges. Index included.
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